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Identification: They were identified with a tattoo, collar and paint spot on their 
backs. 

The paint spot lasted about a month for our immediate use and the tattoo 
for life. We would like to find another method that would be visible from a 

distance and last for life. 

On Galapagos in 2004 we had micro chipped and taken ‘doggie mug 
shots’ of the dogs, but it is very expensive. On Samoa our partners do not 

have the capacity to recapture the dogs. 

 Human aspect:  

 My team became concerned by the sight of swollen testicles, even though 
we proved there was no pain or discomfort (dogs were sitting fine and not 
showing any outward signs of pain, etc). They did not want to release dogs 
with swollen testicles. We decided to keep them longer until the swelling 
had gone down, which was about 2 days. The added benefit to this was that 
we could give them further fluids and care. However, it meant that we 
injected less dogs. The capture team did become resistant to catching male 
dogs out of concern. 

This dog was in poor condition, he had an injury to his penis and a fish hook in 
his mouth. He was too sick to go under anesthesia so we injected him with 

Esterilsol. This helped the team understand how the product can be used and 
that there are choices beyond neutering. 

 Monitoring:  
 Difficult on both islands. We lived 20 minutes from the dog housing area. We 

had to go 2 times in night, normally around 2 pm and 5 am, catching taxis or 
borrowing a van. We were exhausted. It was difficult to take temperature or 

handle stray dogs in recovery. 


