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Could	  we	  replicate	  GonaCon’s	  laboratory	  success	  
in	  the	  “real	  world”	  (cats	  and	  conditions)?	  



Random source cats 



Study	  population	  

! 30	  females	  
! 20	  injected	  with	  GonaCon	  
! 10	  injected	  with	  saline	  

! 5	  breeding	  males	  rotated	  























Clowder	  Concepts,	  LLC	  
!  USDA-‐licensed	  research	  facility	  

!  Illinois	  Dept.	  of	  Agriculture-‐licensed	  animal	  shelter	  

Insert visuals here and/or on a separate slide 



Lesson	  1:	  	  Incorporate	  shelter	  medicine	  principles	  in	  
facility	  and	  study	  design.	  



Lesson	  2:	  	  Increase	  budget	  for	  veterinary	  support.	  
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Lesson	  3:	  Create	  an	  extremely	  detailed	  protocol.	  







Lesson	  4:	  Optimize	  enrichment	  and	  training.	  
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Behavior	  observations	  

!  Varia*ons	  in	  male	  interest	  and	  performance	  

!  Strong	  mate	  preferences	  

!  Post-‐spay	  aggression	  



Adoptions	  

! Project	  personnel/friends/family	  

! ACC&D	  webpage	  

! Best	  Friends	  email	  

! Facebook	  























Considerations	  /	  challenges	  

!  Sourcing	  

!  Pregnant	  spays	  

!  Adop*ons	  

!  Hybrid	  model	  balance	  

	  





Thank 
you!	  
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